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Prepared by the Executive Board of TIAS 

For the Annual General Meeting of TIAS on November 3, 2025 

The key priorities of TIAS activities are derived from the overarching goal of linking science with 
practice, and specifically in bridging theory, methods and practice, and to provide a means of 
exchange within the community of scientists and practitioners using Integrated Assessment 
approaches and methods in their work.  

The normal activities of the association, newsletters, webcasts, workshops/ conference sessions, and 
working groups on specific themes have been put on hold this year.  

One activity that has continued and taken off this year is the research for IA principles review that  
Jan Bakkes through his doctoral studies is carrying out with Laszlo Pinter of CEU as co-advisor. This 
builds on the foundation work done by the TIAS working group on IA principles in 2017-2018.  

In addition,  TIAS was invited to collaborate with the Journal of Integrative Environmental Sciences.  
This was facilitated by TIAS member, Dale Rothman, who is co-editor-in-chief together with Henri 
Moll. Should it proceed TIAS would have the chance to jointly produce a collection of articles 
(comparable to a special issue, but in a more flexible format) approximately once a year.  

Following the 20-year anniversary of TIAS in Vienna in April 2024, marked by a symposium rich in 
reflections and insights shared by old and new members, the executive board remains convinced  
that TIAS has a role in connecting practitioners and scientists, staging webinars about emerging 
developments, and sharing news and ideas through the newsletter.  
 
At the same time, the management of TIAS is overdue for rejuvenation, spanning the roles of 
president, vice-presidents which are required under the constitution as well as the secretary 
and treasurer and assistant to the board which are not required but definitely needed. In addition 
the executive board depends on its advisors.  We have explored options have placed other 
activities on hold. For this reason we have not collected annual membership fees for 2025. Our 
financial situation allows this thanks to donations in previous years and a buffer in our account. 

We have also postponed election of the extended executive and advisory boards (not required by 
our constitution). The executive board is due for elections in November and the incumbents, Jan 
Bakkes and Marcela Brugnach as vice presidents, and Caroline van Bers as president., are prepared 
to continue in this role if elected again at the AGM. However they are interested in rejuvenation of 
the association and would like to make space for new leadership and new ideas.  

  

https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/nens20/about-this-journal
https://www.tias-web.info/integrated_assessment_water_programme/
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The way forward 
Guidance for discussion and decision making on the future:  
What is the unique selling proposition of the association?  What does the association offer that 
other societies or organisations do not, and how does that value proposition translate into 
memberships? Does it make sense to merge with another organisation?  

What could be unique themes that are needed at this time? 

• Where is IA going and how should it be practiced in times of poly-crisis?  
• What are new ways of generating and communicating knowledge related to IA? 

A few potential ideas were put forward in 2024 including: 

• Facilitating more diversity in Integrated Environmental assessment (see Timo Maas 
Transforming relations between science, policy and society for sustainable futures.pdf) 

• the art -science nexus integrating creative/art-based approaches Examples: Manual for 
modellers designed by Julien Thomas & Ekaterina Volkova, founders of Perception Design 
Studio; Paul Raven - the art of storytelling - see TIAS newsletter, Dec. 2023; students 
combining art and water governance at Univ. of Sao Paolo; No Crises project on negotiating 
ocean crises, science / art;  The art and science of biosphere stewardship –Stockholm 
Resilience Centre.  

• Communicating the complexity of socio-ecological challenges especially in the media, e.g 
the threat of water scarcity despite abundant precipitation in the winter months. How to 
effectively keep water scarcity and drought high on the agenda.  

• Engaging younger people in IA: e.g. a new generation of modelers entering and that makes 
for a noticeable change in work dynamics 

 

Budget 2025 
Membership renewals were not requested this year due to a lower level of activity. A expected 
donation has nonetheless been included in the budget.  

Expenditures are estimated at €4000. The travel and meeting costs are estimated at €2500 
including remaining costs from the 2024 Anniversary symposium in Vienna and participation in the 
Global Scenarios Forum 2025 in Leeds. The remaining €1500 are running costs for administrative 
and communications support and associated external services. The balance forward at the end of 
the year is therefore €2.791,79.  
 

Budget 2025           
Balance forward 2024-12-31       €5.391,79 
Revenue  Courses and events, Revenue   €0,00 

  Membership Fees   €0,00 
  Other    €1.400,00 

Expenditure  Staff (only if on payroll)    
  Administration, Promotions, Other  -€1.500,00 

  Courses and Event, Expenses  -€2.500,00 
       

Total Balance 2025-12-31     €2.791,79 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Jy-87rFIbfr3jIz59OmGOubwJgiUm5A4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Jy-87rFIbfr3jIz59OmGOubwJgiUm5A4/view
https://perceptiondesign.studio/
https://perceptiondesign.studio/
https://mailchi.mp/42931b247898/newsletter-of-the-integrated-assessment-society-december2023-20238382?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://nocrises.wordpress.com/
https://nocrises.wordpress.com/
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-news/2023-06-28-the-art-and-science-of-biosphere-stewardship.html
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-news/2023-06-28-the-art-and-science-of-biosphere-stewardship.html
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